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WATER CORPORATION — FEES AND CHARGES 

198. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Minister for Water’s vehement opposition to any increases in fees and charges for Water Corporation 
customers over the past four years in this place.  
(1) Did the minister argue against the increase to fees and charges announced by the Treasurer today?  
(2) How does the Treasurer justify the government using the Water Corporation as a cash cow to fund its 

$5 billion worth of election promises? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(2) I am sure that the Minister for Water would have been delighted to have had a crack at this question, but 

I will make a couple of points. 
Ms M.J. Davies: He’s not here. What’s he doing? He’s on holidays.  
The SPEAKER: Member, that is not appropriate.  
Mr B.S. WYATT: Firstly, all I have done with water fees is to adopt the previous government’s budget. That is 
all I have done. All I did was simply take the Barnett–Nahan budget of a six per cent increase in water and 
I applied it. I do not understand the problem. The Leader of the National Party sat in the cabinet room where she 
ticked that off. I am perplexed.  
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I am perplexed that the former minister who endorsed the current budget settings, which 
includes a six per cent increase in water charges in 2017–18, which we are doing, is now running a million miles 
from her own budget, but I understand that because the budget was embarrassing. Pretty much every minister has 
been somewhat disgruntled with some of the decisions that I have had to make, and they will probably continue 
to be. With respect to this one, in light of overdue and much-neglected reform to the power tariff structure, we 
simply thought that we would stand still on water, which was to adopt the previous government’s budget on 
water charges.  
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